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SILVER CITY, NEW MEXICO

A MOUNTAIN HIDEAWAY IN THE

LAND OF ENCHANTMENT

Story and photos by Ko Kilbr

1 Bily the Kid e sl tcy be

G
Indian camp in 1870, 42 years before
New Mexico received statchood.

While Civil War hero Ulpses .
Conlo et ok
States hopefuls arrivedin Silver City by
ey e

ote

silver-ore lottery: As the town boomed,

Big Horn River, US. Marsal Wyt
Earp was keeping the peace in nearby

havoc on trains carrying gold, and
Mark T was writing Tom Sawyer
and Huckleberry Finn.

Tucked away in the southwest cor-

Ranching inthe aea remains  primary

induste, it s sine therepalof the

man Silver Purchase Act in 1893,

which ruined the silver market more
n 100 years sgo.

For avators, s an undis

covered, civilized hideavay situated on
theoutskirsof the vast Gila Wilderness
Ares, home of the archeologically si
sificant Gila CIlDwelings Natoral
‘Monument.Silve City s also ga

10 one of the mast visualy \.....ux..m.ﬁ

FLYING T0 SILVER CITY
O rp o Siver iy n epembey
landed ot Whidey Cok
vt s g o i
o acp o oy b 88 (AZ1)
i B e A (29 .
Bob Alexander i the manager, who
once awned the airport while he pro-

Tconfirmed that had plentyof fue for
the short hop, even after fying ll the
way from western Arzons.

or a place to stay while explor
Caih i v aai i 4
Comfort Inn, which is conveniently
located on the main road into Siver
Gt sl well maaged st
ment with your

copper mining industry Alexander has

‘many hours in the cockpit tha his
time aloft totals five years or so. This
means he had been ups
than an hourevery da snce e was born

s for more

- Whisky Crek Aiport s ol man-
well manicured and secure in its

unique hillide locarion with limited
ingress and cgress. Both the rumvay.
and ramp areas are in excllent condi-

A" Fi

ht Servie provides
both 100LL and Jet A fucls.

Actually, Silver City has two air-
ports within close proximity. Whiskey
Creek Airport (94E) i four miles cast
of the town center and Grant County.
Airport (KSVC) i ten miles mumrm

o i e g
foun,

883 0r 800-228-5150).

WARM HOSPITALITY
Silver City and the area have  great
bospaly ndusty. Goet rnches

and breakfasts, cottages, cabins,

with birders and hikers who ke the
convenient access to the Gila National

n easy reach from Phoenix (195 nm),
Albuguergue (160 nm), Tucson (150
nm) and EI Paso (110 nm). Rental cars
are avaiable with prior arrangements
at both airports through Enterprise

0) or Taylor Car Rental
(505-388.4848).

re 10 top your tanks when
you land at Whiskey Creek. I was dis
tracted after landing when the rental
ar arrived, completely forgetting to
efuel my airplane. When | eturned to
the field on a Saturday for departure,

the FBO s coses o ooe smvered

ally
Southwest, with spectacularly wooded
mountain, rustc western towns, and
unique adventures.

p—

theafcr Il veas ot
e Y e o it Gt

cant County Airport a few miles
and eust. Afer dipping my tanks

Forest
Outiters exis o servebirders, cycls,
e 1 sl i o e e
more information call the
;m. City Chamber of Commerce at
9378 or visit silverctyorg
Restaurants range from fst food (0
clegant dining, bakeris juic bars, and
theme atmosphe
T especally enoyed lunch a Shevek:
& M, an upscle es
 in the hisoric district of

Jlishment at éth

including organic. espresso and cof
e, Chef Shevek personally described
)= e iE el
me that he not only pays close atien
i 1o queliy . papoan 1. The
assortment of wine and specialy beer



SUVER CITY: WHISKEY CREEK
(us; 8126 4 324572 108"

ke Aror ok o s O Werss A, S G
onro sy
O mpar  isdfnicya s orsovnasimalla specily e ki i
St o depitng geometrc symbols, animals,
0 L e e 4 nscts, and the most famous in
unique s Shevek & Mi American mysiciam — the
1t would ake months
fng e vicyof Sives oy ThersThe eytrious Kokopeli charsc
is 30 much opportuniy, vitors can ter s usualy depicted hunched oer
s e and s o oy some- i dncing ad lvig o . e
g new it cach rip.

THINGS T0 DO

c

Bl g

\mhnnl dropping into at least one of
o

The Ve N s Uiy

throughout many areas of the Southwest.
“The museun s located on the cam-
pusof Wt Now Mot Uiy
105 open seven days a week, with the
el b
isfee (505-538-6386).
e T Americans because not _Silver
enoughis knowr e ol
v st s oo . isappearance. The Mimbe Fouts
et o fo Gt i oo gl e o g s
v resmuAR 2005







